
 

 
APPLICATION FOR EXTERNAL ADAPTATIONS 

 

BUILDING DETAILS REQUIRED 
 
English Rural Housing Association shared owners may apply for permission to add an external 
structure including, but not limited to, a summerhouse or conservatory. This is on the provision 
that they restrict the size to no more than 3m deep x 4m wide x 2.5m high at the eaves. 
 
Planning consent from the Local Authority is required for your external structure if Permitted 
Development Rights on your property have been removed by the planning authority (please check 
with your Local Authority). 

 
1. Please detail your proposed changes below; 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………… 
 
 

2. Building Regulation approval is required if you propose to remove the existing doors or windows 
linking the house to the conservatory or make any structural changes to the property.  
              

Do you require planning permission?       YES / NO  
 

Do you require Building Regulation approval  for structural changes?  YES / NO 
 

3. If you wish to proceed with this application, please send us the following information: 
 

A floor plan and elevation showing the exact location of the conservatory and how this relates to 
your property and distances from your boundaries. (see example)     
 
Your plan should show any existing drainage inspection chambers to confirm that no existing 
drainage pipes or inspection chambers used by other properties will be covered by the 
conservatory.              
 
The exact size of the conservatory and the materials to be used (note: any proposed brickwork 
or tiles must match your existing property)          

 
 

4. Please provide a statement from or on behalf of your builder confirming the extent of the works, 
detailing: 
 

The type of foundation and floor construction       
 
The means of attaching the conservatory to the house (indicating any structural changes - e.g. 
removal of any bricks or tiles)          
 



 

How water draining from the conservatory roof will be disposed of.     
 
Any electrical or plumbing links that may be made between the conservatory and your home. 
You will need to provide an NICEIC certificate for Domestic Electrical Works in due course as 
required.             

 
Your water authority is responsible for maintaining public sewers, which may be located within 
the boundary of your property. You must get their confirmation of agreement for you to carry 
out any building within 3 metres of a public sewer (see 
https://my.thameswater.co.uk/cps/rde/xbcr/corp/Guidance_Notes_12961A_-
_Build_over_ver4.pdf)           

 
Please provide written confirmation from your immediate neighbours that they have no 
objections to the conservatory.          

           
5. In addition to providing the required information you will also need to pay English Rural’s 

application fee of £180.00 plus VAT (£216.00).       
 
 
If you tick all the above boxes to confirm you have provided all the relevent information, it will help 
us reply to your request more promptly. 
 
Please note the higher fee payable for retrospective applications as detailed in the accompying 
policy and until fees are settled in full and all documentation provided the application will not be 
considered. 
 
We also recommend you aquire a Certificate of Lawfulness from your local Planning Authority, this 
will confirm that the construction and pupose for which you use your conservatory, orangery or 
cabin is certified as lawful. This document may also be useful should you wish to sell your property 
in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://my.thameswater.co.uk/cps/rde/xbcr/corp/Guidance_Notes_12961A_-_Build_over_ver4.pdf
https://my.thameswater.co.uk/cps/rde/xbcr/corp/Guidance_Notes_12961A_-_Build_over_ver4.pdf


 

 
 
 

1. Typical sketch layout. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Always choose a builder or supplier who is registered and provides you with acceptable terms and 
warrentee relating to any faulty material or workmanship. Never pay for all the work before 
completion. 
Links you may find helpful; 
 
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/10/conservatories 
 
http://www.checkatrade.com/ 
 
http://www.ggf.org.uk/group/conservatory-association 
 
http://www.fensa.co.uk/ 

 

 

Please supply these details by email to repairs@englishrural.org.uk or by post to Astolat, 

Conier Way, New Inn Lane, Burpham, Surrey, GU7 4HL 
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