
 

 

 

 

 

Throwley – A Case Study  

 

On 26 April 2018, the planning committee at Swale Borough Council 

unanimously voted to approve a planning application submitted by English 

Rural Housing Association for six affordable homes for local people, on an 

exceptions site in Throwley, Kent.  The application also included two open 

market bungalows which were required to cross subsidise the affordable 

homes.  

The application was the result of a project which had started almost six years 

previously.  Throwley and Sheldwich, Badlesmere & Leaveland Parish 

Councils working together to provide affordable homes for local people in 

their communities.  The Rural Housing Enabler (RHE) had carried out housing 

needs surveys in both parishes and the two Parish Councils decided to work 

together to provide homes to meet the identified housing needs of both 

communities.  

Both Parish Councils were involved with the site selection process, 

supported by the RHE and planning officers at Swale Borough Council.  A 

total of eight sites were identified and the preferred site of both Parish 

Councils was at Leaveland Corner, Throwley.  However, the planning officer 

considered an alternative site in Sheldwich was more appropriate as it was 

located adjacent to the school and closer to amenities in the village. 

The Parish Councils considered that building homes at this location would 

further impact on the traffic and parking problems around the school, which 

suffered from congestion at school times. The site would also be very visible 

from the main road and block the view from the existing older peoples’ 

bungalows.  So, whilst the Parish Councils acknowledged the Leaveland 

Corner site was more remote from the school, it was adjacent to a bus stop 

Church and was more centrally located to all four settlements in the two 

parishes. 

Extensive discussions were had which resulted in a round table meeting with 

planning officers, parish councillors, the RHE and English Rural in an effort to 

resolve the matter.  Parish Councillors put forward their arguments for the 

Leaveland Corner site and eventually the planning officer agreed to support 

their preferred site. 



There were several objections to the planning application and both Parish 

Council Chairs (as well as English Rural) spoke at the Planning Committee.  

Borough Councillors were impressed by the quality of the application and 

congratulated English Rural on the depth of the supporting documents.  

Councillors were also impressed the proposal was the result of two parish 

councils working together and considered that the strong partnership formed 

by all stakeholders to provide local needs housing, was something that 

should be promoted to all rural parishes in the Borough.   

Building work will start on site in October 2018 and the homes are due to be 

completed in the autumn of 2019 . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Rural Housing Association 

7A Strutton Ground, London SW1P 2HY 

Tel 020 7820 7930  https:www.englishrural.org.uk 

 


